
March 1, 2017 

The Honorable _______ 

Texas State Capitol 

Room ____ 

1100 Congress Avenue 

Austin, Texas 78701 

Dear Representative or Senator _______: 

 

Thank you for your past support of evidence-based child abuse prevention programs located under 

the Department of Family and Protective Services. Your attention to the needs of children and 

families is evident and I appreciate your work to keep children safe and protected. As you continue 

to make improvements to the CPS and foster care systems, I ask that you include prevention as a 

high priority to better ensure children are not impacted by these costly systems in the first place. 

As such, I respectfully urge you to make an additional investment of $20 million for the Texas 

Home Visiting Program and Nurse-Family Partnership line items, as well as an additional 

$12 million to support growth of the HOPES programs (Healthy Outcomes through 

Prevention and Early Support which also support home visiting programs) during this 

legislative session to reach an additional 2,500 of our most vulnerable families with children 

ages 0-6. These programs are evidence-based and continue to produce measureable results in 

communities throughout Texas, but the need is much greater.  

 

It is vital that prevention programs, especially those with proven outcomes and that have 

demonstrated cost savings to the state, are expanded to reduce the incidence of child maltreatment.  

In Texas, nearly four children died from abuse or neglect on average each week and 160 children 

were substantiated victims each day during 2016, the majority between the ages of 0-6. The U.S. 

Center for Disease Control (CDC) has labeled child maltreatment a public health epidemic— and 

it is one of Texas’ costliest social issues. The CDC showed that it costs about $1.3 million dollars 

across a lifetime for every child who dies from abuse and over $210,000 per abused child who 

lives. The human cost of abuse is even more alarming. Research demonstrates the negative 

outcomes stemming from child maltreatment and other adverse childhood experiences— all of 

which induce trauma and significantly impact a child’s development, especially during their 

earliest formative years. The most effective way Texas has attempted to combat this epidemic, 

primarily over the past decade, is through investing in evidence-based prevention and early 

intervention services to provide support to children and families, particularly in home visiting 

programs. Texas’ costliest social problems— child abuse and neglect, school failure, poverty, 

unemployment and crime—are rooted in early childhood. Quality, voluntary home visiting reduces 

costly problems and have demonstrated the following example outcomes in numerous research 

trials: 

• 48% reduction in child maltreatment and 26% reduction in children being re-abused 

• 69% reduction on infant deaths 

• 35-44% reduction in emergency room visits 

• 36% reduction in subsequent teen births 

• 44% reduction in out of home placements 

• 45% reduction of language delays in children at 21 months 

• 53% reduction in child arrests by age 17 



 

 

Each of these outcomes create considerable savings for taxpayers across the social welfare, health 

and mental health, education and juvenile correction systems. Our family support home visiting 

programs’ monetized outcomes have shown a positive return on investments ranging from $1.18 

to $14.65 per $1.00 invested depending on the program and targeted population. Through 

investments in prevention, children and families will be set on a trajectory for future success, which 

will improve their overall well-being, health and self-reliance. 

 

<< INSERT OUTCOMES OR EXAMPLES OF YOUR PROGRAMS HERE>> 

 

Prevention and early intervention is the only way to get ahead of the problem, create large-scale 

community impact and make smart investments in Texas’ future, ensuring a strong economy for 

our children and grandchildren. Your continued support and leadership are needed to adopt a cost-

effective, universal public-health approach to prevention, move the needle and see a population-

level shift in the incidence of child abuse and neglect.  

 

Thank you for working with us to ensure the safety and well-being of our children and to make 

our state even stronger and more efficient. Your service to our great state is deeply respected. 

Please let me know if you would like additional information or if there is anything I can do to 

make clear the critical need for scaling up these family support home visiting programs. We greatly 

appreciate your leadership in asking for what is essential in preventing child abuse and neglect.  

 

Respectfully,  

 

Your name 


