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SAVE THE DATE 

 April 15, Austin Chapter Baby 
Connections Meeting 

 April 17, Food for Thought 
Houston 

 April 23, Raising of America  
Screening  - Dallas  

 April 24, Food for Thought 
Dallas 

 May 1, Bi-annual Conference, 
San Antonio 

 May  15,  Food for Thought 
Houston 

 May 29,  Food for Thought 
Dallas 

Dear TAIMH Members, 
 

For 35 years TAIMH has been working hard to educate, advocate and 
collaborate to support the healthy development of infants and toddlers. 
Over this time the organization has grown from a living room conversa-
tion among friends to sold out conferences and Food for Thought series 
(as you will read about in this issue). Through regional leadership, 
TAIMH has spread its wings to land in Austin, Fort Worth, Houston, 
Lubbock, San Antonio, South Texas, and beyond.  
 
On May 1st, I invite you all to our Regional Conference as we honor 
more than 3 decades of history making infants and toddlers a priority. 
We have a full agenda scheduled beginning with Dr. James McHale’s 
(Univ. of Southern Florida in St. Petersburg ) presentation: Coparent-
ing: Theory, Research, and Clinical Applications for Families of Chil-
dren birth to age 3. The afternoon will feature Dr. Ken Graves (Past 
TAIMH President) and Dr. Vivian Dorsett presenting on Toxic Stress 
and Trauma in young children and  Infant Mental Health Implications 
for Children in Foster Care. 
 
In addition to hearing great research from the field, the Conference will 
also be a time to embrace our present.  TAIMH is in an exciting period 
of growth as we launch a new monthly webinar opportunity for mem-
bers, expand Food for Thought to Houston, and a host of other new ini-
tiatives. Along with this growth our mission stays the same while our 
public image will catch up to modern times. Join us for the celebration 
on May 1st in San Antonio to unveil the new image as we honor the past, 
embrace the present, and aim for the future.  
 
Sign-up today: http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-taimh-conference-
san-antonio-tickets-15819568756 

 

 

Sincerely, 
Sadie 
 

 

 March/ April 2015 

1199 S. Beltline Rd #100 
Coppell, TX 75019 
 
972.906-2696 
www.TAIMH.org 

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-taimh-conference-san-antonio-tickets-15819568756
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-taimh-conference-san-antonio-tickets-15819568756


As of mid-March, we are halfway through the 84th Session of the Texas Legislature.  
Governor Abbot has declared Pre-k his number one “emergency issue” and a flurry 
of bills related to Pre-k expansion have been filed.   While the main focus has been 
on Pre-k, which mainly impacts 4 year olds, there has been some attention to those 
critical first 3 years of life.     
 
Proposed legislation related to infants and toddlers includes a bill authored by Sen-
ator Royce West which would require that child advocates be added to committee 
on child care licensing standards and the committee would be charged with analyz-
ing and proposing ratios and group sizes, particularly for 18 -24 month olds.   Sev-
eral other bills would increase training requirements for early childhood profession-
als and Senate Bill 1810, also authored by Senator West, would allow the Higher 
Education Coordinating Board to establish a 4-year degree in early childhood edu-
cation at community colleges in large urban centers.   
 
Small group size and child to caregiver ratios clearly affect the safety and well-being 
of infants and toddlers and we are pleased to see movement in this area.  Profes-
sional development is key to high quality early learning programs and early child-
hood interventions.  Ensuring that additional training requirements and degree 
programs include coursework related to mental health is critical.   
We applaud the governor and legislators for bringing young children and early 
childhood education to the forefront of this Session.  But we encourage our mem-
bers to continue to educate our elected officials on the importance of the first three 
years of life.   
 
You can learn more about proposed legislation and information about how to con-
tact elected officials at http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx  
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Letter from the Board President, Susan Hoff 
 

http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx


 
Many thanks to the Hoblitzelle Foundation for our Capital Grant to build a database management 
system. Thanks to their generous funding, we will soon be able to provide more timely and individ-
ualized assistance to our members. This grant comes at a critical time for TAIMH as we embrace 
our growth and invest in more tangible assets that will be essential to our overall success.  

 

 

New Training Opportunities! 
 
 
The Texas Association for Infant Mental Health is committed to providing current, relevant, and 
applicable research to our practitioners in the field through training and information sharing.  To 
further our mission to educate professionals on the unique needs of working with young children 
and their families, TAIMH is rolling out the following opportunities:  

Monthly Webinar Trainings 

Beginning in May, TAIMH will produce interactive monthly webinars for participants across the 
state to contribute to our continued discussion on IMH and learn about new research in the field.  
Continuing education credits are available for attendees who fully participate during the live 
broadcast and complete an end of presentation evaluation.  Topics will vary each month based on 
the input and interest of membership.  

Digital Learning Initiative 

This summer, August 2015, TAIMH in conjunction with the Texas A&M University Extension Sys-
tem will be debuting an online training series for providers.  The Digital Learning Initiative is 
meant for professionals wishing to obtain continuing education credits specific to infant mental 
health and early childhood development.  

For more information on training opportunities 
for you and/or your staff (either in person or 
online), please contact Jes Fyall : jfyall@taimh.org 
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Funder Focus: Hoblitzelle Foundation 



 
 

    

Texas Association for Infant Mental Health  

Bi-annual  

Conference  

San Antonio 
WHEN 
May 1, 2015 
9am-3pm 

WHERE 
The San Antonio Area Foundation 
303 Pearl Parkway, Suite 114 San Antonio, TX 78215 

FEATURING 
Keynote Speaker: Dr. James McHale, PhD 
“Coparenting: Theory, Research, and Clinical Applications for Families 
of Children Birth to Age 3” 
 

 

Breakout Speakers: 

Dr. Ken Graves, PhD 
“Toxic Stress and Trauma in Young Children: Impact and Intervention” 

 
Dr. Vivian Dorsett, PhD  
“Young Children in Foster Care: Infant Mental Health Considerations” 

 

 

Register Today! 
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-taimh-conference-san-antonio-tickets-15819568756 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRICES 
$75 Nonmembers 
$35 TAIMH Members 
$15 Students 

LUNCH & CEUS 
included with registra-
tion 

SPECIAL 
PRESENTATION 
Be among the first to 
see TAIMH’s new image 
during the lunch hour! 

MORE INFO & 
REGISTRATION 
at www.taimh.org under 
the “Events” tab 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-taimh-conference-san-antonio-tickets-15819568756


2015 marks an exciting time in TAIMH's journey. Last week, TAIMH's project coordinator Isabel Tanco 
sat down with one of the first members of TAIMH, Elizabeth 'Liz' Francis, and one of the very first 
batch of Endorsement candidates, Ann Wood, to hear their memories of the organization's inception 
and journey to where it is today--over 3 decades later. What resulted is the celebration of a cherished 
history and the consequent sense of stepping forward into the future. 

Here are their recollections of TAIMH's early days: 

The organization began as a spin-off of the Pediatric Interest Group in Dallas, which consisted of occu-
pational, physical, and speech therapists, early childhood special educators, and social workers. The 
idea was to form a group of like-minded individuals to meet and discuss infant mental health topics.  

Three of the founding members, Jeri Adrian, Cheryl Senitz, and Liz Francis, met for the first time in 
January of 1984 to discuss the formation of what would become TAIMH. The first formal association 
meeting took place in October 1984. The next two years saw a gradual increase in membership and at 
the same time, a struggle for growth. After the first formal meeting with 10 participants in October 
1984, the group increased in number from 16 in 1985 to 36 in 1986. Despite difficulties getting profes-
sionals to commit to such a novel movement, the association went full steam ahead to impact the early 
childhood field in Texas, participating in KidFest, sponsoring a daylong program with Texas ECI, estab-
lishing the annual meeting to feature nationally-known speakers, and viewing Michael Trout's video 
training on "Psychological Birth of the Human Infant". In 1987, TAIMH partnered with Dallas County 
Child Protective Services on the "Babies Can't Wait" project, which was recognized by the World Associ-
ation for Infant Mental Health. From 1988 to 1990, membership grew to 49 individuals, TAIMH offered 
its first annual study institute, "The Development of Early Relationships: Selected Theoretical Perspec-
tives", held its first annual symposium--"Who's Minding Our Children?", and introduced the first Infant 
Advocacy Conference.  

During the 1990s, Liz joined Ann Wood and about 18 other avid TAIMH members to develop a set of 
standards for work with infants and toddlers. After meeting with Deborah Weatherston from the Michi-
gan Association for Infant Mental Health, which was working on establishing such standards, and un-
dergoing nearly three years of training, Texas became the first state to license the Endorsement pro-
gram. Ann recalls that it was challenging to reach such a large field of professionals with so few people 
committed to spreading Endorsement. She attributes the growth of TAIMH and Endorsement to the 
formation of chapters across the state. Happy to see how much the organization and Endorsement pro-
gram has grown, Ann fondly remembers the cornerstones on which the credential was built: kindness, 
compassion, acceptance, and recognition of individual differences. She concludes, "Endorsement is 
about relationships; everyone, not only little children, thrive on positive relationships." 

During the first couple of decades of TAIMH's existence and the beginnings of Endorsement, the organ-
ization operated purely through the hard work of dedicated volunteers. It was not until 2006 that 
TAIMH grew so much as to need a part-time executive director, and in 2008, the position became full 
time--even with hired support staff. TAIMH's work spread throughout the state and membership rapid-
ly grew to nearly 500 individuals. Since Endorsement was licensed in the early 2000s, over 130 people 
have earned the credential. It has been a remarkable journey thus far, so looking back, we must both 
honor the past and plunge boldly into a bright future.  
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A History Through the Eyes of Two Long-Time Friends of TAIMH  
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With the concerted effort of the Greater Houston Associa-
tion for Infant Mental Health, TAIMH has help launch a 
successful FIRST SEASON of the Food for Thought Series 
in the Houston area. A series of infant mental health topics 
designed to provide you with new information and practi-
cal applications for working with young children and fami-
lies. The response has been wonderful and we look forward 
to growing this presentation group with every new session.  

 
Houston Area TAIMH members please join us! 

  

April 17, 2015 

Supporting Children Who Have Experienced Trauma (0-5) 
Dr.Bernard-Onwere 

May 15, 2015 

 

Cultural Sensitivity – Beyond Diversity  
Thecia Jenkins 

 

Registration starts 11:00 am 

Training begins promptly at 11:30am 
 

 

Purchase Your Tickets Online Today! 

                                         www.taimh.org 

  

    Spring 2015 
Houston 
Food For 
Thought 

LOCATION 
3015 Richmond Ave, 
Houston, TX 77098 

LUNCH & CEUS 
PROVIDED 
  
Credits Offered: 
  
SW, LPC, CPE, ECI 

PURCHASE  
TICKETS 
  
Season Pass: $50 
  
Non-member: $25 
per session 
TAIMH Member: $15 
per session 
Student Non-Member: $15 
per session 
Student Member: $10 
per session 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-houston-fftsupporting-children-who-have-experienced-trauma-tickets-15405269576
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-houston-food-for-thought-cultural-sensitivity-tickets-15405311702
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-houston-food-for-thought-cultural-sensitivity-tickets-15405311702
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-houston-food-for-thought-cultural-sensitivity-tickets-15405311702
http://taimh.org/food-for-thought-houston-2015
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Policy Update —84th Legislative Session  

 
We know how important Infants and Toddlers are to you.  Take action and voice your 
support of programs that aim to improve outcomes for young children across the 
state. Below are TAIMH's Policy Recommendations for the 84th Legislative Session. 
 
TAIMH Supports the Following Policies and Proposals: 
 
Senate Bill 426 - The Home Visiting Accountability and Expansion Act  
TexProtects and the Texas Home Visiting Consortium is requesting nearly $41 mil-
lion additional dollars to fund evidence-based home visiting services that support 
healthy social, emotional, cognitive, and physical development of 0 to 3-year-olds 
and their families. Home visiting programs are known to help families improve their 
circumstances and allows parents to build secure, stable environments for their chil-
dren. 
 
Support Senate Bill 1269, Sen. West, House Bill 3322, Rep. Alvarado -  
Reduce Child Care Ratios to Support Early Learning & Child Safety  
The child to caregiver ratios for 2 and 3-year-olds in Texas are much higher than 
AAP and NAEYC recommend, leaving those children at risk in their early learning 
environments. In addition to ensuring the safer learning environments, lower ratios 
are healthier for the social-emotional development of young children. 
 
House Bill  3836/ Senate Bill 1810 - Early Childhood Education Degree 
Relates to the authorization by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for 
certain public junior colleges to offer early childhood education baccalaureate degree 
programs. 
 
 
Senate Bill 1123, Sen. West, and House Bill 3887, Rep. Dutton 
Establish an Office of Early Learning at the Texas Education Agency to provide over-
sight and accountability of state programs, and encourage local solutions by: 
 
 Formulating recommendations to improve the quality of early childhood programs, including the 

collection of data. 

 Creating a memorandum of understanding between TEA, Texas Workforce Commission, Texas 
Head Start Office, Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services, Health and Human Ser-
vices Commission, and, Department of Family and Protective Services to coordinate and develop a 
comprehensive, statewide early childhood education system. 

 Facilitating partnerships with high-quality child care centers, and development of a model con-
tract, and communications and outreach plan to promote them. 

 Conducting outreach on the use of tuition-based programs and creating a process for districts to 
use. 

 Creating the Texas Early Learning Council in statute to act in an advisory role to the Office. 

 Requiring districts to submit community outreach plans regarding enrollment to the Office. 

 Publishing approved assessments for districts' use 

 
You can learn more about proposed legislation and information about how  to contact elected officials at: 
 http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx 
 
Visit http://taimh.org/about-taimh/advocacy/84th-legislative-session for more on TAIMH advocacy. 

http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx
http://taimh.org/about-taimh/advocacy/84th-legislative-session


 
 
Dallas Office: 
1199 S Beltline Rd #100 
Coppell, TX 75019 
 
Sadie Funk 
Executive Director 
sfunk@taimh.org 
 
Jes Fyall 
Training Manager 
jfyall@taimh.org 
 
Isabel Tanco 
Project Coordinator 
itanco@taimh.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TAIMH Executive Committee 
 
President 
Susan Peek Hoff 
Treasurer 
Ira Einsohn 
Secretary 
Mary Greene 
 
TAIMH Board of Directors 
 
Lisa Bracken 
Barbie Brashear 
Jim Brewer 
Holly Gurrslin 
Stacey Jourdain, ex-officio 
Claire Merkl, ex-officio 
David Miller 
Stacy Ramirez 
Carolyn Simpson 
Mark Sinatra 
Jeremy Smith 
Jane Switzer 

 

To Contact Your Local Chapter:  

Alamo Alliance (San Antonio): 
 
President     Adam Dusenbury  
adusenbury@voicessa.org 
 
Vice-President     Angela Flores 
aflores@family-service.org 
 
Secretary     Grace Pena  
GPena@alphahome. org  
 
BabyConnections (Austin): 
 
President  Stacy Ramirez 
StacyR@anybabycan.org 
 
Past President  Holly Gursslin 
HollyG@anybabycan.org 
 
Secretary      Audrey Rodrigues-Hermann 
AudreyR@anybabycan.org  
 
Treasurer      Trisha Padayachee 
Trishapadayachee@gmail.com 
 
Greater Houston: 
 
President      Barbie Brashear  
bbrasheardvcc@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer      Teri Jackson 
teri.jackson@discoverchild.org 
 
Secretary     Aaron Carrara  
aaron.carrara@discoverchild.org 
 
South Texas (Corpus Christi): 
 
President      Claire Merkl 
cmerkl@ncmhmr.org 
 
Vice-Chair     Janis Feldman  
jfeldman@utpa.edu 
 
Treasurer       Patti Rosenlund  
prosenlund@easterseals-rgv.org 
 
Secretary       Letty Aleman  
leticia.aleman@esc2.us 
 
West Texas (Lubbock): 
 
President       Carolyn Simpson 
CSimpson@unitedway-lubbock.org  
 
Treasurer       Sherry Sancibrian 
sherry.sancibrian@ttuhsc.edu 
 
Secretary        Michael Ratheal 
mjratheal@suddenlink.net 
 
More information available at: 
http://taimh.org/about-taimh/taimh
-chapter-information  

Contact Us: 

Special Thanks To Our Funders! 

A Child of Grace Foundation 
Anne Calhoun Duffy 
Barry and Lesly Guinn 
Barry Rothschild 
Betty Ablon 
Callie Rogers Emery 
Carol Duncan 
Cathy Nathan 
David and Patty Miller 
David Lake 
Deborah Schwartz 
Ed and Carol Maier 
Eleanor Butt Crook 
Elisabeth Holland 
Freedom Foundation 
Gardere, Wynne, Sewell, LLP 
Helen Holman 
Ira and Barbara Einsohn 
Jean Robinson 
Jennifer King 
John Clements 
Kassie Moronko 
Lance Crosby 
Leslie Rich 
Lorraine Timpanelli 
Margaret Owen 
Marshall and Michelle Funk 
Martha Blair 
Melanie Walter-Mahoney 
Merinda Condra 
Mr. and Mrs. Rombs 
Pam Westerheide 
Robert and Ann Wood 
Sandra Lamm 
Sidney and Colleen Grant 
Steven Tabor 
The Horace C. Cabe Foundation  
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1199 S Beltline Rd #100 
Coppell, TX 75019 

Stamp 

 

 

Sarah Cleveland (I) 

Andria Ebel (I) 

Alyssa Fink (I) 
 
 

IMH-E® is a mark of excellence in the field of infant mental 
health. As more professionals earn the endorsement and proudly 
write the designation behind their names, recognition of the   
validity and criticality of the roles of infant-family professionals will grow. It’ll be an ex-
traordinary day indeed when the appreciation of outstanding professionals in this field par-
allels both their high performance and the importance of their work.  
 
Total endorsed professionals across the United States (as of December 31, 2014): 1291 
 
TAIMH invites all infant-family professionals to learn more about endorsement by visiting 
http://taimh.org/endorsement or by contacting Isabel Tanco at itanco@taimh.org, or (214) 
616-3293.  

Congratulations to our new Endorsees! 

http://taimh.org/endorsement
mailto:itanco@taimh.org

