
Newsletter  
Texas Association for Infant Mental Health 

Inside this issue 

Letter from Board President….2 

Funder Focus  ..................... ….3 

Raising of America Recap ... ….4 

Endorsement ..................... ….5 

Chapter Updates  ............... ….6 

Thank You Supporters  ....... ….8 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 February 18, Austin Chapter 
Baby Connections Meeting 

 February 20, Food for 
Thought Houston: Early 
Childhood Intervention & 
Infant Mental Health 

 February 27, Food for 
Thought Dallas: Dual       
Language Learners 

 March 20, Food for Thought 
Houston: Domestic          
Violence & Trauma, the 
impact on infants and     
toddlers.  

 March 27,  Food for Thought  
Dallas: Strong Fathers, 

 
Dear TAIMH Members, 
 

Happy New Year!  January always represents the opportunity to set out for a better 
you. Some will set gym or diet goals while others set out to complete a project or pursue 
a new delight.  But what if the opportunity to create a “new you” could also help to cre-
ate a new Texas, bursting bright with opportunity for our youngest Infants and Tod-
dlers? The truth is, it can, and there is no time like the present to start. 
 
Maybe it is time for a new resolution, maybe it is time to take the plunge and voice your 
opinion to those who are in a place to implement policies that are best for young chil-
dren and their families. Nobody is more aware of how critical the first three years of life 
are than you. You understand that a child’s ability to learn, cope with stressors, and 
form meaningful relationships is all being built, strengthened and hardwired during 
the first 3 years of life.  Every day, your work builds on providing the support families 
need to be able to provide a nurturing, responsive environment that is essential to 
helping young children’s growth flourish. 
 
Austin is already busting with legislators, lobbyists, and advocates as the 84th Legisla-
ture Session begins. It is critical that you make your voice heard about issues that mat-
ter most to you.  So what do you think is important? Is home visiting an important tool 
for preventing child abuse while helping parents to learn to anticipate and guide their 
child along each developmental milestone? Is quality child care an important issue that 
needs attention and support similar to what Pre-K has received? Do we need an office 
of Early Learning in Texas? What about Maternal Depression? Could we support fami-
lies more by extending Medicaid to cover new moms though the 6 months of their 
child’s life in order to provide more mental health services to new moms? These are 
just a few of the many policies that will be taken into consideration in during the 84th 
session. You can learn more about these and other issues as well as other agencies that 
are taking the lead on our website at http://taimh.org/about-taimh/advocacy/84th-
legislative-session.  Our responsibility to you, our members is to keep you updated on 
those policies that we feel are most important to TAIMH’s mission. I challenge you to 
make your new year’s resolution a responsible one and tell your legislators what issues 
are most important to you and why. 
 

Warmest Regards, 
 

Sadie Funk 

 January/ February 2015 

1199 S. Beltline Rd #100 
Coppell, TX 75019 
 
972.906-2696 
www.TAIMH.org 

http://taimh.org/about-taimh/advocacy/84th-legislative-session
http://taimh.org/about-taimh/advocacy/84th-legislative-session


January 13, 2015 marked the beginning of the 83rd Texas Legislative Session- the beginning of the bi-
ennial 160 day marathon at the state Capitol.  During this time period, 1000’s of bills are created and 
launched on the pathway to ratification but many never make it across the finish line. 

TAIMH is proud to partner with other early childhood advocates to support legislation that aligns with 
our mission and focus on 0 to 3 year olds and their families.  But as the old saying “All politics is local” 
suggests, we also understand the critical importance of advocating for young children in our own com-
munities.  We can influence local policies, practices, and resource distribution at home as well as in 
Austin. 

One excellent opportunity for local advocacy is the establishment of Safe Babies Courts, which are fo-
cused on improving how the courts, child welfare agencies, and other related child-serving organiza-
tions work together, share information, and expedite services for infants and toddlers.  Because very 
young children are unable to communicate verbally, their needs may be overlooked.    

But as we well know, paying attention to babies and toddlers is critical:  

 39% of confirmed cases of maltreatment in Texas are infants and toddlers, 80% of children who 
die from maltreatment are under 3 years of age 

 39% of children in Foster care are under age 5 

 82% of maltreated infants have elevated cortisol (stress hormone) levels 

 Infants and Toddlers are unique from other 
age groups because the brain is still in “set-up” 
mode.  

 The brain undergoes its most dramatic devel-
opment during the early years. During this time, 
the brain is setting up learning processes and how 
it will manage stress, emotions, and change.  

 Early experiences (good and bad) will affect 
how the brain is wired 

 Infants and toddlers do not have language to 
help them grieve the loss of parent 

 Young children in foster care are much more likely to experience delays in emotional, social, and 
cognitive development 

Current Child Welfare and Legal Systems are not set up to meet the needs of infants and toddlers, es-
pecially that of repairing the relationship between parent and child after maltreatment 
Safe Babies Courts are established at the local level and several Texas cities are making strides in this 
arena.    This is an excellent opportunity for TAIMH members and supporters to advocate for children 
in their own communities.   
 
 We encourage you to learn more about efforts across the state and in your hometown.  Determine 
potential allies and influencers and use your network to make connections with them.   Share the facts 
and the opportunity to make a lasting and potentially life-saving difference for infants and toddlers.    
 
TAIMH members, supporters, and partners have knowledge, experience, passion and commitment to 
young children – the perfect ingredients for effective advocacy!   
 
 
You can find more information about Safe Babies Courts: thttp://www.zerotothree.org/maltreatment/
safe-babies-court-team/safe-babies-court-teams-10-core-componets.html      
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Letter from the Board President, Susan Hoff 
 



TAIMH is fortunate to have established a fruitful relationship with the incredible team at Social Venture Partners 
Dallas (SVPDallas), and we’re excited to share the story with our membership:  
 
 
Please explain a little bit about the current working relationship between SVP and TAIMH: 
 
In 2012, TAIMH was brought to Social Venture Partners Dallas to be considered as a “Special Opportunity Pro-
ject” – meaning that there were opportunities for our partners to get involved with the organization on a specific 
project with a limited scope and time frame.  John Palter and Carol Maier headed up a team that spearheaded the 
creation of a Digital Learning Initiative.   
 
In 2013, TAIMH applied to SVP to become an Investee. The entire partnership of SVP was invited to participate in 
this selection process. The application included an in-depth vetting of the organization, including a financial anal-
ysis by Lane Gorman Trubitt, CPAs as well as an Organizational Assessment Study, performed and reported by the 
Center for Nonprofit Management. During this process, several people were looking at the needs of the organiza-
tion and how SVP partners might help with pro-bono services.  A full Engagement Plan was developed, with spe-
cific projects agreed upon by TAIMH as well as SVP.  The partners voted to commit both their financial resources 
and their time to these projects over the next several years. SVP partners Anne Calhoun Duffy and Adam Prewett 
have served the role of Lead Partners for the projects, acting as the liaisons between TAIMH and SVP.  They man-
age all the ongoing projects, consult with the Executive Director and report progress back to the partnership on a 
quarterly basis.   
 
Annually, our Investees are invited to renew their status and request further funding.  In 2014 TAIMH did so, and 
received additional grant money and continued pro-bono work from DSVP.  There are currently several ongoing 
projects and SVP is pleased with the support that our work has received from the staff and Board of TAIMH.  We 
look forward to continued success of the relationship through 2015. 
 
  
How has SVP’s involvement with TAIMH developed since 2012, and what are you most excited 
about for the future?   
 
When SVP initially got involved with TAIMH in 2012, it was a limited scope, one project, short term engagement.  
As our partner got to know TAIMH, and they us, we saw more opportunities for our partners’ skills to be of value 
to the organization and our partners were excited to be a part of growing the capacity of this very worthy and 
needed organization.   
 
We have been able to help them with their Board development, marketing plans, developing a Strategic Plan and 
business planning. We are excited to be a part of the growth and success of this impactful group and look forward 
to continuing our relationship with them. 
 
  
How can TAIMH members support and stay involved with SVP? 
 
SVP plans to continue to support TAIMH through 2015 through several ongoing projects, spearheaded by our 
Lead Partners and with pro-bono time donated by a variety of SVP partners in the following areas: fund develop-
ment, writing a business plan, implementing the marketing plan, implementing the customer relationship man-
agement system, ensuring focus on initiatives included in the strategic plan, and launching the new training mod-
el.  We will rely on the ongoing relationships we have developed with the staff and board for their continued sup-
port of our work, and their feedback on how best to accomplish the mutually developed goals for the work.   
 
When it is agreed that the active portion of the engagement is wrapped up, TAIMH will move to the next stage of 
our relationship, which is the “Emeritus Investee” designation.  This means that, while there is no longer any or-
ganized project work ongoing, the organization will always be considered “family”, and as such, will be included in 
our portfolio and welcome to ask for smaller scope  volunteer help from our partners. 
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Funder Focus: Social Venture Partners Dallas 



“Change the conversation. It’s easier than you think.”  
 
That was the thought-provoking tagline that accompanied 
promotions for a screening of a PBS documentary titled 
The Raising of America on January 22, 2015. The docu-
mentary’s purpose is to call attention to the need for 
change in the care, development, and education of young 
children in the United States, which is ranked shockingly 
low in the areas of affordability, quality, and availability 
of early childhood development when compared to other 
global superpowers. The key idea is this: investing in early 
childhood programs and centers creates a stronger com-
munity and a better future for the entire country.  
 

TAIMH partnered with Commit!, TEDxSMU, and United Way of Metropolitan Dallas to host a 
series of screenings and discussions of The Raising of America, with The Dallas Foundation 
and Dallas Regional Chamber as sponsors. The January 22 event proved to be a huge success. 
170 attendees flooded the Angelika Theater in Dallas to join in the movement towards change 
in perspectives and policies regarding early childhood development. Attendees viewed an epi-
sode entitled "Signature Hour", which used real life examples of American families with young 
children struggling to provide the most wholesome life for them within a society that does not 
provide them enough support. Interviews with experts explained the science behind child de-
velopment and commented on the need for a shift in attitude towards it.  
 
A discussion moderated by Susan Hoff from 
United Way with panelists Alan Cohen, Ex-
ecutive Director of Early Childhood & Com-
munity Partnerships in Dallas ISD, Margaret 
Owen, the director of the Center for Chil-
dren and Families at UTDallas, and Melanie 
Rubin, the director of Dallas Early Educa-
tion Alliance followed the screening. The 
panel shared insights into what resources 
the country needs to ensure the best quality 
of childcare.  
 
The task seems daunting, 
but there was an air of hope pervading the theater. Alan Cohen pointed out, “this isn’t easy. 
Alignment and long-term planning isn’t easy…we really need to work together as a community 
to think about what we want Dallas to look like in 2030, and then we start to move the big 
buckets—the big structural elements around—so that we can reach that alignment”. The crux of 
the matter is the call to unite under a just cause to make the change happen, and the panelists 
highlighted this by challenging every attendee to go out and spread the word, changing the 
conversation for good.  
 
Save the Date! The next Raising of America screening will be on April 23, 2015. 
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Event Recap: The Raising of America Screening & Discussion  

Mary Jalonick and Lesley Martinelli with the Dallas Foundation  

 The Panel (left to right): Alan Cohen, Margaret Owen, Melanie Rubin, and Susan Hoff 



 
“TAIMH endorsement…is allowing expert social workers and early childcare professionals to label 
what they already do as imperative work. This assists with professionalizing the field and helping 
amazing caregivers feel valued and respected for their incredible role in a child’s life.” 
-Natalie Ridley, IMH-E® 
 
Endorsement is an official credential that supports and recognizes the development and proficiency of 
professionals who work with or on behalf of infants, toddlers, and their families. Close to half of the 
states in this country have adopted the Endorsement system, it continues to expand to other parts of 
the U.S., and is now implemented in Ireland and Australia. Applicants all over the U.S. and now, even 
abroad, work to meet a set of competencies that defines best practice in the infant-family field and 
guides an organized system of culturally-sensitive, relationship-based professional growth. Those who 
meet these international standards of excellence end the process with the Infant Mental Health En-
dorsement designation, IMH-E®.  
 
The quote above from a TAIMH endorsee captures the significance of this credential wonderfully. The 
imperative work of nurturing zero to three-year-old children is sometimes under-recognized and under
-rewarded—Endorsement combats this sad reality by conveying that, as in the fields of law, medicine, 
business, etc., infant-family workers are professionals and should be applauded like any others for 
meeting best practice standards. Another TAIMH endorsee, La Nelle Ethridge, indicates a manner in 
which the credential is shifting the perspective towards zero to three professionals: “I am of a genera-
tion of early childhood professionals who were often referred to as ‘babysitters’ or ‘oh, anyone can take 
care of babies’, or even worse was, ‘is that a real profession?’. This endorsement has been affirming of 
the science and theory that we know, plus the value of those early years and their impact on learning.” 
 
IMH-E® is a mark of excellence in the field of infant mental health. As more professionals earn the 
endorsement and proudly write the designation behind their names, recognition of the validity and crit-
icality of the roles of infant-family professionals will grow. It’ll be an extraordinary day indeed when the 
appreciation of outstanding professionals in this field parallels both their high performance and the 
importance of their work.  
 
TAIMH invites all infant-family professionals to learn more about endorsement by visiting http://
taimh.org/endorsement or by contacting Isabel Tanco at itanco@taimh.org, or (214) 616-3293.  
 
Congratulations to all our 2014 Endorsees! 
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Endorsement®: An International Standard of Excellence in Zero to Three Care 

Infant Family Associates 
Andrea Noser 
Ann Haines 
Annette Williamson 
Carissa Pipins 
Catherine Wright 
Cherie Zimmerman 
Cherisse McNair 
Cinthia Rodriguez 
Eulinda Wilson 
Jazmin Vasquez 
Jeanette Herrera 
Jerica Owukori 
Joy Campbell 
Juanita Montoya 
Linda Osbourn 
Lynnette Hill 

Mary Chatman 
Rebecca Shoemaker 
Roshunda Beavers 
Sara Dawson 
Tobitha Neal 
Zelenia Aza 
Zykeska Griffin 
 
Infant Family Specialists 
Alicia Fortson 
Angela Varnum 
Ashley Borthick 
Ashley Mansfield 
Carrie Ann Lopez 
Debra Spencer 
Janie Wilson 
Jaquita Johnson 

Joanne Osterland 
Latisha Hayward 
Linda Sherilyn Ketchum 
Mary Ford 
Neshell Jackson 
Tasha Muhammad 
Tonya Leffall 
 
Infant Mental Health Specialists 
Lisa Noll 
 
Infant Mental Health Mentors 
Kristin Mena 
Pam Rinn  

http://taimh.org/endorsement
http://taimh.org/endorsement
mailto:itanco@taimh.org
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Baby Connections—Austin Update  

A lot has happened in the latter part of 2014, Baby Connections President, Stacy 
Ramirez and Past-President Holly Gursslin attended the 2014 TAIMH Annual Con-
ference in Dallas, TX.   
 
We also want to officially congratulate Past- President Holly Gursslin whom was 
sworn onto the TAIMH Board in 2014!  
 
Baby Connections has received a candidate interested in taking the Officer role of 
Education Coordinator, the nomination and vote will take place for this position in 
February’s meeting.  
  
Baby Connections ended the 2014 speaker series in November with Naijean Bernard-
Onwere, PhD, presenting on "Cultural Competency in Early Childhood Environ-
ments" and in December we helped to facilitate the first webcast with TAIMH on "An 
Ethical Perspective on Working with Challenging Children and Their Families".  
  
We welcomed back Mandy Menzer, PhD, to kick off 2015 speakers. Dr. Menzer pre-
sented the "Bringing Home Baby" series created by Dr. Gottman, we appreciated the 
refresher, loved the content, and chance for discussions. This month we will be look-
ing forward to a presentation by Stephanie Sifuentes, LCSW on “A Holistic Approach 
to Helping Families Heal from Substance Abuse and Addiction”. We are also staying 
attuned to the 84th legislative session as it gears up in Austin and show our support 
through our state association’s support of certain early childhood bills.  
  
We look forward to you joining us every 3rd Wednesday of the month at Austin Child 
Guidance Center’s location at 810 West 45th Street in Austin. We meet from 9-
10:30am and are looking to increase our membership this year. We look forward to 
seeing you there! 
 
Stacy Ramirez  
President 
Baby Connections – Austin, TX 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stacy Ramirez (Baby Connections President), Dr. Menzer, and Holly Gurrslin (TAIMH Board Member)  
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Alamo Alliance —San Antonio Update  

The Alamo Alliance for Nurturing Young Children is 
pleased to note that the San Antonio and Bexar County area 
has come together in making this year’s Infant Mental 
Health Professional Development Workshops the best yet. 
Our first workshop on January 13, “The Importance of At-
tachment in Early Caregiving” presented by Betty Rodri-
guez, hosted by The San Antonio Area Foundation in the 
historic landmark, The Pearl went off with a hitch. This 
training was the first of six being offered this year. Our next 
training will be offered on Tuesday, February 10, from 
11:30am - 1:00pm, again at The San Antonio Area Founda-
tion (303 Pearl Pkwy, #114, San Antonio, TX 78215) on the 
topic of “SIDS/SUDI,” presented by Sue Gassman of Family 
Service Association. Please register at suditrain-
ing2015.eventbrite.com.  For an updated list of all of the 
workshops this year, please refer to the Voices for Children 
webpage: http://www.voicessa.org/#!aanyc/ctut 
 
For those who are both a TAIMH and an AANYC member, 
you’re awarded with a VIP membership to the six, all-day, 
high quality Early Childhood Training & Resource Fairs 
hosted by Voices for Children of San Antonio, the local 
community colleges and the San Antonio City Council. 
These workshops are free for all TAIMH/AANYC members. 
CEUs, clock hours, breakfast and lunch are all provided 
with no additional charge. The next training will be held on 
Saturday, April 11 at St. Philip’s College from 8:00am - 
3:00pm.  For more information, please visit: http://
www.voicessa.org/#!early-childhood-workshop/c16wt 
 
It is with great sadness that the AANYC Treasurer has not 
only resigned her position from the board, but her position 
at Voices for Children. Kristine Brown recently resigned to 
take a legal position with the Attorney General’s office. Alt-
hough we are excited for Kristine to follow her true passion, 
her energy, wit and research skills will be sorely missed. We 
are currently pursuing potential candidates to fill her posi-
tion. If anyone is interested, or someone you may know, 
please reach out to Adam Dusenbury at adusen-
bury@voicessa.org or 210.220.2584.  
 
 
Adam Dusenbury 
President 
Alamo Alliance—San Antonio, TX  
 

Spring 2015 Food for Thought  
Houston & Dallas  

HOUSTON, TX 
 
February 20, 2015 
Early Childhood Intervention: Infant Mental 
Health — Kim Sporrer & Sadie Funk 
 
March 20, 2015 
Domestic Violence: The Impact on Infants-
Toddlers — Barbie Brashear & Donna Amtsberg 

April 17, 2015 
Supporting Children Who Have Experienced Trau-
ma (0-5) — Dr. Bernard - Onwere 

May 15, 2015 
Cultural Sensitivity—Beyond Diversity 
Thecia Jenkins 

DALLAS, TX 

February 27, 2015 
Dual Language Learners 
Dr. Rojas 
 
March 27, 2015 
Strong Fathers, Strong Families 
Mike Hall 

April 24, 2015 
Pediatric Recommendations 
Dr. Termulo 

May 29, 2015 
Importance of Reflective Supervision and Self-
Care 

Purchase Your Tickets 
Online Today! 

www.taimh.org 

http://suditraining2015.eventbrite.com
http://suditraining2015.eventbrite.com
http://www.voicessa.org/#!aanyc/ctut
http://www.voicessa.org/#!early-childhood-workshop/c16wt
http://www.voicessa.org/#!early-childhood-workshop/c16wt
mailto:adusenbury@voicessa.org
mailto:adusenbury@voicessa.org
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http://www.eventbrite.com/e/spring-2015-dallas-food-for-thought-importance-of-reflective-supervision-and-self-care-tickets-14296277551?aff=erelexporg
http://www.taimh.org




 
 
Dallas Office: 
1199 S Beltline Rd #100 
Coppell, TX 75019 
 
Sadie Funk 
Executive Director 
sfunk@taimh.org 
 
Jes Fyall 
Training Manager 
jfyall@taimh.org 
 
Isabel Tanco 
Project Coordinator 
itanco@taimh.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TAIMH Executive Committee 
 
President 
Susan Peek Hoff 
Treasurer 
Ira Einsohn 
Secretary 
Mary Greene 
 
TAIMH Board of Directors 
 
Lisa Bracken 
Barbie Brashear 
Jim Brewer 
Holly Gurrslin 
Stacey Jourdain, ex-officio 
Claire Merkl, ex-officio 
David Miller 
Stacy Ramirez 
Carolyn Simpson 
Mark Sinatra 
Jeremy Smith 
Jane Switzer 

 

To Contact Your Local Chapter:  

Alamo Alliance (San Antonio): 
 
President     Adam Dusenbury  
adusenbury@voicessa.org 
 
Vice-President     Angela Flores 
aflores@family-service.org 
 
Secretary     Grace Pena  
GPena@alphahome. org  
 
BabyConnections (Austin): 
 
President  Stacy Ramirez 
StacyR@anybabycan.org 
 
Past President  Holly Gursslin 
HollyG@anybabycan.org 
 
Secretary      Audrey Rodrigues-Hermann 
AudreyR@anybabycan.org  
 
Treasurer      Trisha Padayachee 
Trishapadayachee@gmail.com 
 
Greater Houston: 
 
President      Barbie Brashear  
bbrasheardvcc@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer      Teri Jackson 
teri.jackson@discoverchild.org 
 
Secretary     Aaron Carrara  
aaron.carrara@discoverchild.org 
 
South Texas (Corpus Christi): 
 
President      Claire Merkl 
cmerkl@ncmhmr.org 
 
Vice-Chair     Janis Feldman  
jfeldman@utpa.edu 
 
Treasurer       Patti Rosenlund  
prosenlund@easterseals-rgv.org 
 
Secretary       Letty Aleman  
leticia.aleman@esc2.us 
 
West Texas (Lubbock): 
 
President       Carolyn Simpson 
CSimpson@unitedway-lubbock.org  
 
Treasurer       Sherry Sancibrian 
sherry.sancibrian@ttuhsc.edu 
 
Secretary        Michael Ratheal 
mjratheal@suddenlink.net 
 
More information available at: 
http://taimh.org/about-taimh/taimh
-chapter-information  

Contact Us: 

Special Thanks To Our Funders! 

A Child of Grace Foundation 
Anne Calhoun Duffy 
Barry and Lesly Guinn 
Barry Rothschild 
Betty Ablon 
Callie Rogers Emery 
Carol Duncan 
Cathy Nathan 
David and Patty Miller 
David Lake 
Deborah Schwartz 
Ed and Carol Maier 
Eleanor Butt Crook 
Elisabeth Holland 
Freedom Foundation 
Gardere, Wynne, Sewell, LLP 
Helen Holman 
Ira and Barbara Einsohn 
Janie Cook 
Jean Robinson 
Jennifer King 
John Clements 
Kassie Moronko 
Lance Crosby 
Leslie Rich 
Lorraine Timpanelli 
Madeline McClure 
Margaret Owen 
Marshall and Michelle Funk 
Martha Blair 
Melanie Walter-Mahoney 
Merinda Condra 
Mr. and Mrs. Rombs 
Pam Westerheide 
Paul Gabriel 
Robert and Ann Wood 
Sandra Lamm 
Sidney and Colleen Grant 
Steven Tabor 
The Horace C. Cabe Foundation  
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Jes joined the Texas Association for Infant Mental Health in 
January of 2015. Wholeheartedly embracing her passion to 
work with our most impressionable hearts and minds, Jes 
believes in our call to teach empathy to young children and 
empower all who care for them. Jes earned her Bachelor of 
Science degree in Biology from Texas A&M University and 
Master of Science degree in Family & Child Studies from 
Texas State University. She has worked both directly and 
indirectly with children, families, students, and other pro-
fessionals as a non-profit school administrator, child care consultant, trainer, and 
advocate.  Jes is also on staff with the Family and Child Development Program in 
the department of Family and Consumer Sciences at Texas State University as an 
Adjunct Lecturer teaching courses focused on early childhood development and the 
critical first five years of life.  

We are excited to have her expertise, enthusiasm, and creativity on board!         
Please join us in welcoming Jes to the TAIMH team!  

Jes Fyall, M.S., IMH-E® 
Training Manager 


